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(Clockwise from the top):  One of our biggest fall retreats ever in October; a group of 
ladies on the Nun Run; several recent graduates at the December commencement; 
FOCUS missionaries, students, and Fr. Tom dressed as Star Wars for Halloween.
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Greetings from St. Al's!  Winter has arrived in all its splendor, and raw 
material for the Ice Chapel is accumulating, praise God!  Don't forget to sign up for the 
livestream of the Ice Mass on Feb. 11, mtucatholic.org/icemass

We have a great newsletter for you with some new highlights!  I hope you’ll plan to join us 
for our Pi Day Gala on March 13 (mtucatholic.org/gala), we’ll be focusing on our music 
program.  As part of the Multiply the Mission Campaign, we’re raising the funds to hire a 
full-time Director of Music and Liturgy.  

Our current student musicians are doing a GREAT job!  Just imagine what can happen with 
more good resources devoted to this important area of ministry.  The fruits will be manifest 
not just in more beautiful liturgy here, but in well-trained musical leaders graduating and 
coming to serve in your parish!

Recently, we realized that half the student commencement speakers in recent years have 
had ties to St. Al’s!  We feature a number of them with their memories and insights… it’s an 
impressive group!

Thank you for your continued support for the mission here!  Every day this community helps 
young adults draw near to God and His Church.  Please keep us in your prayers!

P A S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

F O R  D E C A D E S  N O W  the narrative about the Church in America has 
been one of decline, but in recent years we have seen tremendous growth 
in the ministry at St. Al’s. More students are coming to Mass, Adoration, 
confession, and participating in other activities around the parish.

We have only been able to grow the ministry and continue to serve these 
students at a high level because of your support. With only about 40 “year 
round” parishioner families, nearly all of the funding that St. Al’s receives 
comes from our alumni, parents of students, and friends of the ministry 
like you.

Recurring monthly donations are the backbone of our funding and have 
allowed us to sustain and grow the ministry, even in the worst of the 
pandemic when there were no weekly Mass collections. Please consider 
joining over 200 current Living Faith Society members (monthly donors) 
in supporting St. Al’s with a monthly gift, so that we can equip and send out 
strong Catholic young adults to parishes like yours after graduation.

Start a new monthly donation by March 31 and receive a St. Al’s winter 
hat, shown to the right.

Visit mtucatholic.org/give to make your gift today!
RHEN HOEHN | Development Director
rhen@mtucatholic.org

Stewardship Update

Be sure to visit 
mtucatholic.org/alumni 
for updates about this year’s 
St. Al’s Summer Cookouts!



February 11 at 5:30 pm EDT

Register online at 
mtucatholic.org/icemass
and receive a FREE magnet!

J O I N  U S  F O R  A  L I V E  S T R E A M 
O F  T H E  I C E  M A S S  AT  S T.  A L' S !

Register for the digital gala at:
mtucatholic.org/gala Free!

St. Al’s is hosting a free virtual gala on Sunday, March 13 at 6:30 pm EDT to 
showcase our mission and in particular our music ministry! 

The 20-minute digital gala will include: 
Student musicians
Stories from alumni and current students
News from St. Al's

This year at St. Al's:
More than 300 students come through our doors each week
Michigan Tech has the largest freshman class since 1982
Over 100 students are involved in Bible studies

We want to train more graduates to serve and lead in their future parishes. 
One way to do that is to enhance St. Al’s worship by hiring a full-time 
Director of Music and Liturgy. With your help, we can make that position a 
reality. Join us for this year’s gala to learn how you can help to transform 
the Music Ministry at St. Al’s.

All who register will be entered into a drawing to win a 
signed MTU hockey jersey. As the day approaches, we will send you 
instructions for the night of the event. We'll "see" you on Pi Day!

You’re Invited! 
St. Al's Pi Day

DIGITAL GALA



Sing to the Lord a new song

Columbus, Ohio
Second year, Electrical Engineering

• Playing piano since age seven
• Joined Music Ministry as a cantor to overcome 

her stage fright
• First time performing in front of an audience 

when she joined the Music Ministry
• “I’m a cradle Catholic. Because of the Music 

Ministry, I am at church more often. In college 
you are worried you might lose your faith, but 
joining the community at St. Al’s so quickly 
has kept me involved.”

Moira Broestl

Duluth, Minnesota 
Third year, Electrical Engineering

• Playing piano since kindergarten, then drums 
and cymbals

• Took one lesson from home on the organ
• Says he is thankful for the opportunity to play 

the organ at St. Al’s and practices regularly
• “At St. Al’s we are a close knit community. I 

really like being able to come and play the 
piano or the organ and be a part of the Mass 
and proclaim God’s glory through music."

Steven Lane

West Branch, Michigan
First year, Mechanical Engineering

• Playing piano since third grade
• In seventh grade she played “They’ll Know We Are Christians” at 

her school’s Mass.
• Began volunteering at her church in Michigan to play piano
• “I am excited to be involved here at St. Al’s. It’s such a vibrant 

community to be a part of. It’s so good to be part of a parish where 
people are the same age as me and Catholic.”

• The organ at St. Al’s belonged to St. Cecilia’s in Hubbell. Imelia’s 
mom grew up at that church and heard the organ there. Imelia now 
gets to practice on that same organ.

Imelia Meiser

Above:  During practice, Stephen Lane plays piano while 
Moira Broestl (right) and Natalie Cahill (left) sing.



Every year a group of students steps up to the plate and puts in long hours to make sure 
there is liturgical music at St. Al’s. 
Meet some of the St. Al’s students who are behind the Music Ministry this year.

Appleton, Wisconsin 
Third year, Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation

• Currently the primary  
Music Ministry student 
leader

• Served as a cantor at 
school and church before 
coming to St. Al’s

• “As students it is 
sometimes difficult to 
find a balance between 
school and serving the 
St. Al's music ministry. 
I think a music director 
would help keep St. Al's 
music ministry constant, 
especially with the 
turnover of talent and skill 
sets that each new year 
provides.”

• “The willingness of 
the music ministry 
participants to help praise 
God through the Mass is 
astounding. We are always 
blessed with exactly who 
we need at the right time.”

Katie Krautkramer
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Third year, Computer Network 
and System Administration

• Playing piano since age four, 
also percussion including 
marimba

• “The organ is the mother of 
all instruments. It’s amazing 
to have access to this organ. 
I really like pulling out all 
the stops when I play.”

• St. Al's is the first time he 
has played for a parish

• “Music elevates the Mass. 
I get to use the gifts God 
has given me in a grand 
way when I get to play for 
Mass in order to serve God’s 
greater glory."

Michael Bearden
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Third year, Electrical Engineering

• Playing guitar since high 
school

• Cantors and leads music 
during Adoration

• “I love serving the Church 
and playing guitar and 
praising the Lord. I get 
to do all of these things 
when I play guitar during 
Adoration on Tuesday 
nights. I am grateful to be 
able to serve.”

Gabriel Allis

What's that Fr. Ben?  
St. Al's installed solar panels?!

Stay tuned! In the Summer 2022 issue, we 
will share more about the impact of St. Al’s 
new solar panels.



Commencement Speakers from St. Al's

Melissa Mack (Dec 2014)
Melissa Mack, ’14 BS 

Biomedical Engineering, ’15 MS 
Mechanical Engineering, is a crash 
safety engineer at GM in metro 
Detroit. She is preparing for her 
May wedding to Joe Ellul.

Mack says she enjoyed 
celebrating the day with her family 
in her favorite place, Houghton. “In 
my speech, I predicted that MTU 
camaraderie would carry us after 
we graduated. Six years later, I can 
confirm this is true. It's amazing 
how much Tech grads are willing 
to help each other out at work, and 
how long we can talk about snow.”

As a cradle Catholic, college 
was the first time Melissa had to 
make the decision to go to Mass on 
her own. “I found the vibrant and 
welcoming St. Al's community, so 
college became a time of growing 
in faith. Seeing today’s students 
take their faith into the real world 
motivates me to do my best.”

Rose Daily (Dec 2018)
Rose (Turner) Daily ’18 BS 

Environmental Engineering, works 
at the Instituto Monteverde (MVI) 
in Monteverde, Costa Rica as 
part of her third year in graduate 
studies. She is designing and 
constructing a wetland that can 
treat grey water at a local school. 
“This unique project truly makes 
me feel like an environmental 
engineer and I am grateful for this 
opportunity.”

During her commencement 
speech, she highlighted the strong 
community not just at MTU but 
in the Keweenaw. “I encouraged 
my fellow graduates to keep the 
Keweenaw community alive in 
their hearts and take it with them 
wherever life would take them.”

“About half-way through my 
speech, I looked into the audience 
at my dad and saw tears in his eyes. 
I had just spent the past minute 
talking about how big of an impact 
my dad had on me throughout 
my time at MTU. Having two 
engineering degrees himself, my 
dad will always be one of my biggest 
inspirations and cheerleaders.”

Rose says St. Al's welcomed 
her and helped her faith to 
grow, providing a safe and fun  
community for her.

One significant honor a student can receive is to be chosen as a 
commencement speaker. Many of the most recent speakers have a 
connection to St. Al’s. We caught up with some of them to find out 
what they are up to since commencement day.

To listen to or read past MTU 
commencement speeches, visit 
mtu.edu/commencement/past

Kristina Schnettler (Dec 2016)
Kristina (Rushlau) Schnettler 

’16 Environmental Engineering 
is a Project Engineer for the US 
Army Corps of Engineers in Sault 
Ste. Marie, helping to oversee the 
construction of the new lock. She 
lives there with her husband Chris, 
a MTU and St. Al’s alumnus.

During her speech, she shared 
how MTU students are “Crazy 
Smart,” Tech’s tagline at the time, 
from building statues during 
Winter Carnival to finishing 
challenging classes to becoming 
leaders in the world to do great 
things. 

“I hoped my degree would lead 
me to work with water, and now I 
work on one of the most important 
navigational structures on the 
Great Lakes.”

Kristina says college was easier 
with St. Al’s and her faith by her 
side. “A lot of people stray from 
their faith in College but I found it 
easy to keep mine because St. Al's 
was a kind and welcoming place to 
maintain it.”



Victoria Quinde (Dec 2019)
Victoria Quinde ’19 lives in 

New York City and works for 
TGW, a company that designs and 
manufactures equipment and robots 
for customers who need to automate 
warehouse processes like Amazon.

For commencement, Victoria’s 
family came from Ecuador. She 
spent four years at MTU studying to 
be an engineer and playing tennis. 

“God sent me to the snowiest 
campus in the US for a reason: 
all the people I met here made 
me a better person.” During her 
speech, she encouraged her fellow 
graduates to “use your knowledge 
and your abilities to bring out the 
best in those around you, and let 
them bring out the best in you.”

Victoria grew up attending Mass 
at a cathedral with hundreds of 
people. “I had no idea what a church 
community felt like until I first went 
to St. Al’s. I made amazing friends, 
who I also considered my mentors 
as they helped me understand 
what it meant to open my heart to 
God and trust His will.”

Monica Brechting (May 2019)
Monica Brechting ’19, who 

works in product development 
engineering at BISSELL in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, is the 12th 
person in her family to graduate 
from Michigan Tech. 

“Almost all of my family got to 
come back to watch my speech, 
where I shared the experiences 
that make us unique as Michigan 
Tech alumni. My speech was my 
love letter to all the things we go 
through at Tech and also God's 
way of telling me that even though 
I felt broken sometimes, there was 
a place where I could belong.”

After attending 12 years at a 
Catholic school, Monica says coming 
to Michigan Tech was the first time 
that her faith became her choice. 
“St. Al's was pivotal to my growth 
as a Catholic. Spiritual direction 
with Fr. Dustin Larson gave me 
the tools I needed to deal with my 
insecurities and deepen my prayer 
life, and I got the proper foundation 
that I needed to understand my 
faith in a personal way.”

Tanner Sheahan (May 2021)
Tanner Sheahan, ’21 Chemical 

Engineering, says his most 
memorable moment from his 
commencement speech was 
recording the speech outside 
because there was not a traditional 
graduation due to Covid-19.

Tanner, who works at Nalco 
Water, an Ecolab Company, as a 
Sales Operations Manager, says he 
shared with his fellow graduates 
that “we have experienced 
challenges, but we are resilient, 
tenacious, and leaders. The basics 
for me are Faith, Family, and 
Friends, and it is good for us to go 
back to the basics. I ended with 
Colossians 3:23, "Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart."

Tanner says he found his faith 
at St. Al's. “This has allowed me 
to grow both personally and 
professionally. Since my move to 
Naperville, I got involved with 
a Bible study and have made 
many friendships through this 
community.”

Jay Czerniak (Dec 2021)
Jay Czerniak, ’21 Civil Engineering, was this year’s December 

commencement speaker. Jay will return to Michigan Tech to pursue a 
master’s degree in Business Administration. In June, he will become a 
Project Manager for Miron Construction in Wausau, WI.

His speech included sharing about his grandfather who passed away in 
2021 and the Husky Spirit that defines students and alumni and separates 
Tech from any other University.

“My Michigan Tech family is inseparable from my St. Al's family. 
Michigan Tech and St. Al's has been, and will continue to be, my home.”

Courtesy of Michigan Technological University



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH
411 MacInnes Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

WA N T  A  F R E E  S T.  A L' S  T - S H I R T ? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/tshirt

V I S I T  MT U C AT H O L I C . O R G / B LO G
for more pictures and articles

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S ?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

@mtucatholic

Share your memories with us!
Send to:  sarah@mtucatholic.org

Students involved with music ministry practice in the St. Al's choir loft.  Learn more 
about music at St. Al's during the second annual Pi Day Digital Gala on March 13.A  H E AV E N LY  S O U N D

St. Al's Pi Day
DIGITAL GALA

March 13, 2022
Register online at mtucatholic.org/gala

Photos by Ray Bosley


